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MARK GREEN

TO: WI Rep. Ainsworth FROM: ChrisTuttle 4
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8™ DISTRICT, WISCONSN

For additional information or

Congress of the nited Siafeg
HHouse of Vepregentatibies
Waghigton, BE 20515

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

comment from Rep. Green, contact:

Chris Tuttle

Green denounces Forest Service
plans again at public meeting

CRANDON - 118, Rep. Mark Green {R-Green Bay) - in Washington this week for votes in Congress
— had the following comments read into the record by a representative at a public meeting Tuesday

{office) 202-2206-7402
(pager) 800-759-8888 PIN#I754041

night on the U.8. Forest Service’s proposed “Roadless Areas Initiative.”
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“The purpose of this testimony is to share my continued concerns and
frustrations with the administration’s propesed roadless policy. I appreciate the
opportunity to enter my comments into the public record today.

“I want to start by thanking Chequamegeon-Nicolet forest officials for holding
this meeting, and I hope and trust that what vou hear today will be sent to your
superiors in Washington. T also want te take this opportunity to say that my
frustratiens all along have been focused on the White House and senior Interior
Department officials rather than at Horest Service representatives from the
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. I think we all know these policies have their
origin at the highest level. In fact, I recently received a copy of a resolution passed
by local 2165 of the National Federation of Federal Employees, which represents all
of the employees of the Chequamegon-Nicelet National Forest, outlining their sirong
concerns with the roadless initiative. That’s right, even the people who are charged
with managing the foresis on a day to day basis recognize the problems with this
type of one-size fits all Washington policy.

“Neortheastern Wisconsin is currently under siege with several overlapping
policies that will directly impact our access to the forests. | find it disturbing that we
face several simultaneous policies on the future of our forests as this administration
comes to a close. My greatest concern with this roadless policy is that it seems to be
one part in an overall trend towards locking the public eut of our public lands and
raising troubling questions for the communities, businesses, and people who live as
neighbors to our nation’s treasured woodlands,
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GREEN ROADLESS AREA MEETING COMMENTS
ADD ONE

“Earlier this year, I held a series of town hall meetings on eur forests and the
roadless initiative. Not surprisingly, hundreds of people showed up for these
meetings to express their concerns with this propesal and the general atfitude of the
Clinton Administration towards forest management policies. At the time of these
meetings, [ expressed my frustration with the lack of specific answers to the critical
issues facing our communities, particularly access to the forest and local control
over local areas.

“When a local timber worker asks if these policies will eventually stand in the
way of his paycheck, T think he is entitled to an answer. When an individual asks
whether he will be able to ride his snowmobile on his favorite trails, I think he is
entitled to an answer. When a community leader asks if she is going te be able to
have some control over these policies that could se significantly change her
community’s way of life, I think she is entitled to an answer.

“Unfortunately, the people of northeastern Wisconsin stand here as Washington
throws one proposal after another in their direction. When is it going to stop?
What are the real goals of this administration?”

-30 -
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T sconsin Counties Association

June 5, 2000

CAET-USES

Attn: Michael Dombeck, Roads Project
P.O. Box 22300

Salt Lake City, UT 84122

Re: Road Management Policy

Dear Mr. Dombeck:

I am writing on behalf of the Wisconsin Counties Association to express concern over the
Forest Service's proposed Road Management Policy Rule change. A fler taking several
sources mto account, it is apparent that this proposal, like so many other new initiatives
coming from Washington, D.C., will have an adverse effect on local control of the Nicolet-
Chequamegon Nationa] Forest.

Our members and the people of Wisconsin are growing increasingly frustrated with the
Forest Service as it continues to make proposals that ease the process of eliminating roads
from the National Forests, as this would do. Other recent proposals from the National
Forest Service ban new road building like the Roadless Initiative, or set aside still more
acres as wilderness area as the new Forest Plan Revision for the Nicolet-Chequamegon
does. Because motorized recreation and the timber industry are so vital to the economies
of our member counties that rely on the Nicolet-Chequamegon Forest, the agenda that the
National Forest Service appears to be following is simply not in the best interest of the
people of Wisconsin.

Second, our membership is concerned that, as with the Roadless Initiative, the National
Forest Service has done an inadequate job of making the public aware of just what this
proposal would do. Your answers to your own "Frequently Asked Questions” contain
vague language about shifting from a socio-economic analysis of such programs to a "more
scientifically based” procedure without providing any idea as to what criteria will become
more or less important. Your answers to how this proposal will affect the local planning
process are also unclear. Lastly, there has been no effort on the part of the Natjonal Forest
Service to educate the public, especially those who live and work in or near the Nicolet-
Chequamegon Forest, as to any specifics of this plan or how the process will work. This
has followed the unfortunate precedent set by the Roadless Initiative and the Forest Plan
Revision process.

100 River Place, Suite 101 + Monona, Wisconsin 53716 ¢ 608/224-5330 ¢ 800/922-1993 ¢ Fax 608/224-5325

Mark M. Rogacki, Executive Director
Mark D. O’ Comnell, Chief of Staff Darla M. Hium, Deputy Director
Craig M. Thompsen, Legislative Director Lynda L. Bradstreet, Administrative Director
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In summary, our members and many Wisconsin Citizens feel this proposal is yet another
violation of the promise that was made by the National Forest Service when it purchased
the lands that currently make up the Nicolet-Chequamegon Forest. This promise included
Jocal control and taking the people and economy of Wisconsin into consideration when
changes were to be made, neither of which is evident in this proposal.

Sincerely,

Mark M. Rogacki,
Executive Director

cc: Governor Tommy Thompson
Lieutenant Governor Scott McCallum
Senator Russ Feingold
Senator Herb Kohl
Wisconsin State Assembly
Wisconsin State Senate
U.S. Representative Paul Ryan
U.S. Representative Tammy Baldwin
{.S. Representative Ron Kind
U.S. Representative Jerry Kleczka
11.S. Representative Thomas Barrett
1J.S. Representative Thomas Petri
1J.S. Representative David Obey
U.S. Representative Mark Green
U.S. Representative James Sensenbrenner
Langlade County Board of Supervisors
Florence County Board of Supervisors
Forest County Board of Supervisors
Oneida County Board of Supervisors
QOconto County Board of Supervisors
Vilas County Board of Supervisors
Taylor County Board of Supervisors
Price County Board of Supervisors
Iron County Board of Supervisors
Rayfield County Board of Supervisors
Ashland County Board of Supervisors
Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
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mman  Wisconsin Counties Association

MEMORANDUM
TO: . The National Forest Service ’\p)-‘y/
FROM: Mark M. Rogacki, Executive Directo;(\t

DATE: June 20, 2000

SUBJECT: Notice of Roadless Area Conservation Rulemaking

The Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) would like to thank you for the opportunity
to voice our concerns regarding the Roadless Area Conservation Rule proposal. On
December 17, 1999 the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Counties Association took a
position to vehemently oppose the latest Roadless Initiative by President Chnton and the
National Forest Service.

WCA's membership has legal, procedural, philosophical and economic objections over
the proposed rule.

LEGAL
As outlined in a preliminary staff report of the Subcommiitee on Forests and Forest

Health of the House of Representatives Committee on Resources, it is apparent that the
National Forest Service and the Clinton Administration violated the due process rights of
affected parties, as well as applicable statutes enacted by Congress to protect those rights,
such as the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) and the Federal Advisory Committee
Act (FACA). This document outlines several conclusions that can be drawn from the
review of documents and correspondence from the White House, the Department of
Agriculture, the Forest Service and various environmental groups:

e The information received indicates that all of the Administration's roadless
area initiatives were developed in an environmental vacuum with virtually all
input coming from a select groups of environmentalists.

s There was disregard for balance in the advice solicited by other interested
parties and a lack of concern for any adverse consequences on the affected
users of the forestlands in question.

¢ The constant reference throughout the documents to the need for "permanent
protection” of roadless areas reveals a predetermined outcome of the rule
making.

e There was a clear lack of appreciation of the unique role of Congress under
ihe Constitution in shaping policy on pubiic fands and the environment.

Mark M. Rogacki, Fxecutive Director

Darla M. Hium, Deputy Director
Lvnda L. Bradstreet. Administrative Director
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Secretary Glickman stated that the new rules were more than just a chaiige in policy, but
rather a fundamental change in philosophy. It appears that in order to accomplish this
comprehensive change the new regulations and restrictions on future uses of National
Forests were divided into several separate rules rather than one clear and straightforward
proposal. The Roadless Initiative itself would affect 46,000 acres of the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest, and dictates how future management decisions will be outlined
in Wisconsin's Forest Management Plan. However, the pervasiveness of possible
regulations being proposed for National Forests under the Roadless Imtiative is much
clearer when considered in conjunction with the Transportation Policy proposal, and the
Planning Regulations proposal.

For instance, the proposed rule for the National Forest System Road Management and
Transportation System goes beyond the Roadless Initiative with the intent of
decommissioning already existing roads. The new rules for Managing the National
Forests states that the new focus is on sustainability, public participation, and improved
use of science. However, under the proposal, each forest management plan developed by
~ a Forest Supervisor must incorporate a regional guide developed by a Regional Forester.
This guide is to be created with guidelines that are established and approved only by the
Chief Forester, Mike Dombeck. In addition, it appears that the main emphasis of the new
rule is science over public participation. The team that is to help develop these plans and
regional guidelines is to consist of a combination of Forest Service staff, federal
government personnel and other individuals with technical and professional expertise.
Rather than give local units of government representation on the planning committee, the
rule simply requires that a notice of the preparation of a land and management plan and
schedule be given to those who may be impacted. A provision for consideration of such
conflicts is not adequate. Local units of government deserve to have the opportunity to
help shape the forest management plans that have significant impacts on their
communities and constituents.

Finally, within the roadless rule itself, the Procedural Alternatives are supposed to be
guidelines to be used by local forest managers when creating or revising a forest
management plan to determine if the "roadless character” should be preserved in
additional areas. However, given that the long term intent of the National Forest Service
is to significantly restrict multiple use activities in National Forests, there is concern that
local forest staff will be directed to use local forest management plans as a vehicle to
further that end. It is stated within the impact statement itself, that "it is reasonable to
assume that the proposed procedural requirements would reinforce the effects achieved
by the proposed requirements to prohibit road construction and reconstruction and that
the procedural requirements would apply to a greater area than inventoried roadless
areas...”
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Together, we must find a solution that will recognize the need for self-sufficient
communities. Forest resources must be effectively managed in such an environmentally
responsible manner that produces long term sustainable revenue to share with counties
and schools as well as products for the nation. Only by empowering local communities
and allowing the decision-making to take place on the local level - closest to the people-
can the economic and social stability of rural counties be revitalized and restored.

WCA respectfully requests that the Administration and the National Forest Service give
significant thought to the legal, procedural, environmental and economic implications of
the Roadless Initiative and other National Forest Service Proposals before moving
forward in the rule-making process.
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WISCONSIN

by Alice O'Connor,
Government Consulting Servu:es

&=  LEGISLATIVE UPDATE;; ¥

Leglslature Creates Division of Forestry

Packers and restoration of the property tax rent credit

in an extraordinary session called by the Governor.
One of our significant victories during the past year was the
creation of the Division of Forestry within the DNR, Senator
Roger Breske (D-Eland) and Representatives Lorraine Seratti
(R-Florence) and John Gard {R-Peshtigo) were instrumental
in guiding our amendment through the often-rocky budget
process. The industry was very pleased when State Forester
Gene Francisco was named to the position of Division
Administrator.

The 1999-00 Legislative session ended with hetp for the

As the DNR moves ahead to begin preparing the next 2-
year state budget, we hope to continue working closely with
Secretary George Meyer, Gene Francisco and others.

Governor Names Byron
Hawkins to Forestry Council

It was also significant that the Governor named Byron
Hawkins to the Governor's Council on Forestry. He will
serve his term at the pleasure of the Governor.

The Assembly proposed a significant amount of legisla-
tion that had an impact on our industry. We supported the
two bills that passed both the Senate and Assembly for the
Governor’s signature.

AB 504, Rep. John Gard’s timber theft bill related to the cut-
ting, removal and transportation of raw forest products, and
seizures of forest products. The Governor will sign this bill
when he signs the Green Bay Packers Bill.

AB 804/5B 450, Rep. Lorraine Seratti’s bill, which has
already been signed into law, reverts distribution of
National Forest Payments back to towns, with at least 50%
of the money used on public roads (the 99-00 budget direct-
ed the funding to schools, which caused many problems}.

The following bills died in process and might be REIN-
TRODUCED in the next legislative session beginning
fanuary 2001,

SB 27/AB 82 (Rep. Spencer Black/Senater Fred Risser)
Appoint DNR Secretary by DNR Board rather than
Governor.

AJR 49 {Rep. Eugene Hahn) Asks Congress to authorize
production of industrial hemp.

AB 104 (Rep. Rick Skindrud) Aliows managed forest land in
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cities. Was amended to address our concerns but died in the
Senate,

AB 311 {Rep. John Ainsworth} Trucks traveling slowly on
certain highways need to be equipped with an amber strobe
light.

AB 356 (Rep. Marc Duff) Created a privilege for environ-
mental audit and provides immunity for disclosures related
to environmental audits.

AB 669 (Rep. Mark Pettis) Timber contract bili involved new
remedies relating to failure to pay owners of raw forest
products.

AB 681 (Joint Legistative Council) Managed Forest — Related
to adding a 15-year term for orders designating land under
the managed forest land program, allowing the Department
of Natural Resources to contract with private foresters to
prepare management plans under the managed forest land
program and making an appropriation.

AB 687 (Rep. Suzanne Jeskewitz) Made changes to land sur-
veyor laws. We amended it in the Assembly to exempt
foresters and remove language that could have been con-
strued to require a certified survey for harvesting timber.

AB 737 {Rep. Sheryl Albers} Reguired a city, village, town or
county to deveiop a procedure to mitigate the effects on
landowners of certain zoning or land use decisions.

AB 738 (Rep. Sheryl Albers) Related to property taxation of
land adjusted in value by state laws or local ordinances or
local resolutions.

AB 739 (Rep. Sheryl Albers} Required notice to persons
affected by zoning actionss that change the allowable use of
their property,

AB 776 {Rep. Steve Freese) Strengthens and clarifies existing
rules about membership on the Natural Resources Board
and conflicts of interest.

AB 792 {Rep. Lorraine Seratti) National Forest Land
Acquisition —~ withdraws federal authority to acquire new
land in Wisconsin for national forests,

Farmland Tax Stirs
Interest in MFL

The Use Value Farmland Tax is winding its way
through the courts. Last week the Dane County Circuit
Court refused to issue a temporary restraining order against
the Department of Revenue as it makes preparation to invoke

The Timber Producer




emergency implernentation of property tax relief for farm-
land. The legality of “Use Value” for agricultural Jand has
still not been addressed by the court. White the impact of
Use Value Taxation, once implemented, is unknown, it has
raised awareness of the MPL program, which has experi-
enced a 40% increase in applications this year.

Early indications from the Department of Revenue
show that the forest products industry should not be nega-
tively impacted by the Use Value tax change.

More Funding for Gypsy
Moth and Foresters

The DNR’s requests for emergency funding for gypsy
moth control and two additional foresters was approved
by the Joint Finance Committee in early May. Because it
was an emergency request, the funding will be available
immediately. Many of the DNR’s requests for additional
non-forest related positions were denied.

Environmental Coalition in
Planning Stage

An initiative launched this session was the creation

of a Wisconsin Environmental Coalition of Labor &
Industry. We believe this could be a useful advocacy
group in the future and will keep you appraised of its
development.

Census Causes
Redistricting

Looking zhead, besides elections, reapportionment is
upon us again. The recent census could force a changing of
legisiative and congressional districts. As populations
shift, so, too, do the lines marking legislative boundaries.
There is a very real chance that Wisconsin could lose a con-
gressional seat.

Meet Your Legislator

it is very important that every association member
does their share to let candidates and incumbents know
what issues are important to you. If you'd like to partici-
pate in having area legislators visit your site to learn mote
about the forest preducts industry, please let us know.
Call Gunnar or Alice at (608) 255-7211 or e-maii us at:
oconnor@itis.com. 4

Assembly Speaker,
Scott Jensen

When 1 was sworn in as Assembly
Speaker, 1 stressed the need for the
state legislature to balance environ-
mental stewardship with economic
development. As you well know,when
that balance is upset, all too often it is |
our families’ economic interests that
ultimately suffer. e

In the 1999-2000 legislative session, we had the oppor-
tunity to put this balanced principle into practice by
addressing some of the concerns of the forestry industry and
1 wanted to update you on the progress we have made over
the past two years, Specifically, I would like to focus on two
issues brought forward by Representative Lorraine Seratti -
greater cooperation with the Department of Natural
Resources and the recent actions by the U.S, Forest Service
on the National Forest Management plans.

DNR Cooperation

The DNR has a regulatory role over our state’s environ-
ment, but that role need not be adversarial. In this budget,
we supported the creation of a Division of Forestry within
the Department that we hoped would foster a more cooper-
ative relationship with timber producers. From recent
accounts, we are very pleased to learn that the new Division
Administrator has demonstrated a willingness to work with
you and other timber producers in a meaningful manner. In
the next few years, we will be watching very carefully to
make sure that these first impressions result in real produc-
tive changes.

June 2000

National Forest Management Plans

Recent action by the U.S. Forest Service brings to
mind a phrase that is being used quite a bit these days -
“they keep moving the goalposts.” That is exactly what
| the U.S. Forest Service appears to be doing in its pro-
posed rule for land and resource management planning
for the National Forest System. The principles set forth
| regarding sustainable forest management were
§ designed to balance local economic interests with envi-
ronmental concerns. Unfortunately, the U.S. Forest
Service appears to have weighed in on behalf of ecolog-
ical concerns at the overwhelming expense of local tim-
ber producers,

The proposed rules would cause significant harm to the
future viability of many small communities located within
or around our state’s national forests who have come to rely
on the economic benefits provided by local timber produc-
ers and the tourism industry. To express our displeasure
and raise awareness of this matter, the Assembly secured
passage of legislation that would require the federal govern-
ment to receive state approval before they could acquire
more land for a national forest. While our action was
rebuffed by the state Senate, we intend to keep the pressure
on the 1J.S. Forest Service. )

The Future of Forestry-Related Legislatian

As we look ahead to the next legislative session,
Assembly Republicans intend to adhere to the principte of
balancing environmental and economic concerns when it
comes to forestry-related legislation. We appreciate your
continued support and encouragement in our efforts to con-
vince our legislative colleagues, the DNR, and the U.5.
Forest Service that when we can work together, we are all
winners. 4
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Forests Trimmed to Cut Risk of Fires

In Prevention Techniques, Flagstqff; Arizona, Sets Example That Other Cities Might Follow

By Patrick O'Driscoll, USA Today

FLAGSTAFF, AZ -~ After an
alarmingly early start to this year's
wildfire season, the urgent whine of
chain saws might become a familiar
sound of fire prevention in the inland
West.

A 48,000-acre blaze that
destroyed more than 220 homes in
May in Los Alamos, NM, jolted
many who live in the West's wood-
lands. The talk, from here to the
nation’s capital, is less about putting
out wildfires than about thinning the
dangerously overgrown forests that
make such fires explode.

When Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt traveled to New Mexico to
admit federal government blame for
the Los Alamos fire, he cited
Flagstaff, his hometown, as a model
for how to protect booming commu-
nities on forest boundaries “so that
the experience of Los Alamos is not
repeated.”

In the fire's wake,
Congress is drafting

emergency legisla-
o tion for $115
' million for
wildfire
preven-
tion
* work.
kT hat
™ could

include
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both “prescribed” fires to remove
flammable underbrush and the cut-
ting of trees in crowded stands prone
to devastating “crown” fires that race
through dense treetops.

In June, Babbitt returned to New
Mexico to crusade for fire safety in
another potential tinderbox: the
steep, overgrown forest drainage
where Santa Fe, the state capital, get
its water. Babbitt says that watershed
is “at the very top of the list for...
fireproofing.”

Fireproofing is an everyday
practice in Flagstaff, population
62,000. A gateway city to the Grand
Canyon, Flagstaff is surrounded by 1
million acres of Ponderosa pine for-
est. It's a living laboratory for

foresters and wildfire experts who

are trying to fireproof the “urban-
wildland interface,” that risky
perimeter where urban sprawl and
scenic nature meet. The U.5. Forest
Service estimates that as many as 40
million Americans live in such zones
across the country.

Here and elsewhere, new subdi-
visions creep into the woods.
Flagstaff has 17,000 acres of undevel-
oped forest within its boundaries.
But since 1996, when a 16,000-acre
wildfire threatened, city fire depart-
ment crews have “treated” more
than 1,500 acres by felling trees to
reduce forest density and by setting
controlled burns to clear under-
growth.

“If you're not creating stumps
and smoke, you're not doing any-
thing to treat this problem on the
ground,” says Jim Wheeler,
Flagstaff’'s assistant fire chief. His
office also promotes fire-safe con-
struction and landscaping around
new homes on the forest’s doorstep.

“Fire is a definite concern,” says
Meg Roederer, who lives off Curling
Smoke Road in the city's
Observatory Mesa highlands. She
and her husband, Lance, cleared and
thinned their 5-acre parcel before
building a 4,500-square-foot dream
home last year. The city required
them to install fire sprinklers, and

they used fire-resistant building
materials. “You have to take respon-
sibility and precautions when you
choose to live in a wooded area,”
says Roederer, whose family carries
extra insurance and has a fire escape
plan.

Most local residents “love seeing
us out there,” says Mark Shiery, a
city firefighter directing a crew of
eight workers who felled trees last
week in a city park. They give away
tire logs as free firewood and pile
branches and other “slash” for bumn-
ing in winter, when wildfire danger
is low.

Even so, the size of the task is
daunting. Wheeler estimates that it
would take eight years for two year-
round crews to finish the needed
“fuel management.” The city only
has a single seasonal crew, spring to
autumn. The General Accounting
Office estimates that it would cost
$12 billion to do such work in all the
nation’s urban-wildland area.

Advocates for large-scale
“restoration” of the overgrown
forests have proposed a controversial
way to help pay for the work.

They want to sell commercially
the trees that are thinned out for fire
safety.

About 15 local and regional
agencies and groups formed the
Grand Canyon Forests Partnership to
accomplish the work. As a result, the
Forest Service issued a proposal to
restore 100,000 acres around
Flagstaff. The idea is to approximate
how the forest was before 19th-cen-
tury logging, 20th-century overgraz-
ing by livestock and decades of fire
suppression.

It's based on research by Wally
Covington of Northern Arizona
University. It suggests that the
Southwest’s Ponderosa pines once
grew in small islands of up to 15
trees, separated by grassy meadows,
Beneficial, ground-level wildfires
regularly burned through without
destroying mature trees in towering
infernos so common in today's
“crown” fires,

The Timber Producer
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Covington’s scenario is to return
the woods to scattered pine clusters,
anchored by the forest’s dwindling
“yellowbellies”: huge, centuries-old
Ponderosas (named for their pinkish-
yellow bark) that somehow escaped
the lumberjack’s blade.

“The forest densities have
increased 10- to 20-fold,: says
Covington, a college contemporary of
Babbitt. He will lead the Santa Fe tour
today.

Skeptical environmental activists
appealed the proposal last year and
sued in March to stop the project.
Although they support limited thin-
ning of forests, most say the planned
cuts are too drastic — in some cases, as
many as 80% of the trees in an area.
Some contend the plan is a veiled
atternpt to bring back commercial log-
ging. Others argue that Covington’s
theory ignores evidence that intense
c¢rown fires did, indeed, occur cen-
turies ago. They deride his scenario as
“Wally World.”

“You can’t even pretend it's “for-
est restoration’ anymore,” says local
resident Roxane George of the
Flagstaff Activist Network, a plaintiff
in the lawsuit. “It's plain old log-
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Sam Hitt, founder of Forest
Guardians, a Santa Fee-based group
that filed the lawsuit, says,
“Removing four out of five trees for
100,000 acres around Flagstaff will
certainly make the timber industry
happy, but it will not protect your
home.”

Sharon Galbreath, who repre-
sents the Southwest Forest Alliance, a
coalition of local and regional groups,
contends the 100,000-acre zone is far
greater than Flagstaff's true urban-
wildland zone.

The plots “are in the middle of
the national forest, with the nearest
house 3 to 4 miles down the road,”
she says. “They’re fanning the flames
of public hysteria about wildfire.”

However, Covington compares
the results of his extensive experi-
ments with thinning and burning to a
medical breakthrough during a clini-
cal drug trial: The treatment is “so
obvicusly effective that you can’t eth-
ically keep the control group from
receiving the treatrment, £00.”

In the wake of the appeals and
lawsuit, the Forest Service is redoing
its proposal. That could take months
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longer, now that the fire season is
under way.

Extreme fire danger already is
closing vast tracts of national forest in
Arizona and New Mexico. Potential
relief with the region’s traditional
rnid-summer monsoon storms, is still
at least a month away. And it seems
that whenever one major fire is con-
tained, another one flares up some-
where else.

Brad Ack of the Grand Canyon
Trust, a partnership member says,
“Everybody who is working on the
project is out fighting fires.” (UUSA
Today) &

WANTED
Red & White Pine
Cabin Logs
Minimum 10" Tops
Top Prices Paid
FRONTIER BUILDERS, INC.

Hwy. 45 8.+ P.O, Box 389
Land 0" Lakes, WI 54540

(118) 5476222

ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM -

AVAILABLE / __
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Crews battle spring wildfires in Western Wisconsin
-Dry conditions and downed trees added fuel to flames

By John Eifiot, Jackson County EM
Al Spaulding, La Crosse County EM
Cindy Struve, Monroe County EM

Emergency responders in Jackson, La
Crosse, Monroe and Trempealeau
Counties battled two large wildfires on
April 5, 2000, that threatened homes
and forced evacuations.

A 650-acre fire in the rolling hills of
northwestern La Crosse County spread
quickly in winds of 25-50 mph. This
fire was started approximately 4 miles
west of County Highway A in what is
referred to as the “Four Commners” arca.

Fourteen fire departments responded to
this fire. At one point these various fire
crews positioned themselves across the
line of advance of the blaze on Highway
162 to keep it from moving into Monroe
County. Bulldozers were brought in
from Fort McCoy and La Crosse.

A 450-acre fire northwest of South
Beaver Creek (only about 10 miles
from the La Crosse County blaze), oc-
curred simultanecusly in steep hills on
the edge of Trempealean County. Wind
and deep gullies contributed to prob-
lems in fighting this second blaze.
Flames directly threatened homes but
quick action saved all of them.

For both fires, an estimated 300 to 350
nearby fire department members, a
Black River Correctional crew, and

i involved, Bowngi

Over 50 families were evacuated. Al-
though several homes were hosed
down, none were reported to have
burned in these two fires.

Financial relief for St. Nazianz

Low interest loans and grmm have been
designated to help with the recovery
efforts in St. Nazianz.

Federal low-interest disaster loans are
now available from the U. 5. Small
Business Administration (SBA), Disas-
ter Assistance Program for homeown-
ers, renters, landlords, and business
owners located in Manitowoc County
and the contiguous Counties of Brown,
Calumet, Kewaunee, and Sheboygan.
This assistance is available to those
with any uninsured or under-insured
damages caused by the severe storms
and tornadoes that occurred on May 12,
2000.

SBA offers losns of up to $200,000 to
repair disaster-damaged homes. Home-

owners and renters are eligible for up to
$40,000 to replace personal property.
Loans to businesses and non-profit orga-
nizations of up to $1.5 million are also
available to repair damage to real estate,
machinery and equipment, inventory,
etc. Economic Injury Disaster Loans-
(EIDL.’s) also may be made to small
businesses unable to pay bills and meet
expenses because of this disaster.

Governor Thompson also released
grants of $10,000 to provide temporary
housing for victims of the St. Nazianz
storm. The Wisconsin Housing and
Economic Development Authority
(WHEDA) grant provides grants to local
government or disaster relief agencies to
provide temporary housing for people
displaced by disasters.

At one point, a unit of Department of
Natural Resources firefighters were
forced to shelter themselves during a
“burn over” situation in which the fire
actually swept over and around them.

Jackson County Emergency Manage-
ment Director John Elliott, La Crosse
County Emergency Management Direc-
tor Al Spaulding, and Monroe County
Emergency Management Director
Cindy Struve, coordinated with each
other and with emergency responders.

Thanks to the Salvation Army and the
American Red Cross for providing food
and shelter. Special thanks goes to
Jerry Haberl and Rick Risler of Wis-
consin Emergency Management for
bringing out the Mobile Command Cen-
ter trailer.

Hail and winds of more than 100 MPH
caused damage to many homes and bus|
nesses. f




wis

y affair
s 28th

sida

as a chance

to return fo
B-1

er
hau

at 79

CIATED PRESS

INICA, Calif —
‘atthau, the
ad movie villain
e a master of
medy died Sat-
eart attack. He

. W Remem-
- bering

| Matthau's
1 career, A-2

o we e

P S

t Matthau
I Died of

heart attack
1 closest friend
rkable human
frequent co-star
ton. “We have
1e of the best
we'll ever see.”
«re placed Satur-
12W’s star on the
falk of Fame.

-GAZETTE
Y HOURS

:n Bay Press-
wday and Tues-
s will be deliv-
L

fied call center
from 7am. tob
y and closed on
2 lobby at 435 E.
will be open its
s Monday, 7:30
p.ar., and closed

lation customer
er will be open
surs Monday, 5
nm. and from

Forest

Proponents
want areas
preserved

BY NATHAN PHELPS
PrESS-GAZETTE

LAONA — The crack of
the tree and thud as it hits
the ground resonate
through a small section of
the forest near Crandon.

Behind the chain saw, Bill
Lemerande is uncertain
about his future logging
near the Nicolet National
Forest,

The Clinton administra-
tion and U.S. Forest Service
are proposing a rule that
would limit construction and
reconstruction of roads in
parts of the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest and
other national {forests
throughout the country — a
plan they admit could cost
hundreds of jobs nationally

They contend the rule
would halp protect the envi-
ronment and offer unspoiled
wilderness, but some North-
woods residerts and loggers
fear the region could feel a
serious economic pinch if
the propesal is implemented.

“1 dom’t know what else
they expect a guy to do,”
said Lemerande, a 22-year
logging veteran. “If they
shut us down logging, or
even cut a Hitle bit back, it's
going to hurt everybody”

About 3 percent of the
Cheguamegon-Nicolet Na-
tional Forest could be affect
ed. The Forest Service first
designated the areas “road-
jess” more than two decades

ago.

Last October, the Clinton
administration and Forest
Service decided to re-evalu-
ate the situation because of
continuing pressure to open
more of the land for timber
harvesting. Since then, the
government has been devel-
oping the plan and taking
public comment.

Please see Forest, A-2

roa

Bill Lemerande, a 22-year logging veteran, does not want
the federal government to limit construction of roads in |

d plan worries |

) Naihan PhelpsiPress Gazette

The area ’
highlighted coutd
be affected by
proposed faderal
conservation
requiations.

Nathan F’heless—Gazam

A
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Seurce: United States Department of Agriculture

parts of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.
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